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Our Mission
Signal news strives with its reporting
to empower fellow Stan State students
and our community by advocating for
truth and equality while celebrating
our diversity.

T

he Twin Towers
no longer stand
in New York, yet
their shadows remain
looming over our divided nation. Eighteen
years have passed since
the September 11 attacks
left nearly 3,000 people
dead in the worst act of
terrorism this nation has
ever experienced.
Political unrest, racial
tensions, and increased
amount of hate crimes
since 2001 has not indicated a nation’s resolve;
quite the contrary.
Only a few historic
events remain where
the moments surrounding the event are etched
into our brains. For one
generation, the bombing
of Pearl Harbor, for another, the assassination
of JFK, and most recent
September 11, 2001.
Many Stan State students are too young to
recall that fateful day,
but for the ones that do
here are their accounts
so that we may never
forget:

(Jace Ortega, Randel Gerard Montenegro, Aliyah Stoeckl, and Christopher Correa
all contributed to the reporting of this article)

Even 18 years later the
memories and stories
are still painful to recall. Hopefully in time
we’ll learn to grow and
mature as a nation so
we are better equipped
when tragedy inevitably
strikes again.
Our hearts go out to the
families that were
affected by this tragedy.
Let us never forget the
lives that were lost in
the World Trade Center,
the Pentagon, American
Flight 11, United Flight
175, American Flight 77
and United Flight 93 on
September 11, 2001.

Illustration by Jace Ortega
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by Andrew Cabrera, Alyssa Patterson,
and Paula Luna Sanchez

The Livin’ Life Luxurious Car Club kept
the Chicanx culture alive at the Stanislaus
Fair Grounds this past August in collaboration with the Central Valley-based Impalas
Magazine.
The lowrider community focuses on one
common interest and sticking together.
Nancy Rivera from Modesto described
this community as a family-oriented culture.
She said, “Everyone gets together and has a
good time and looks out for each other.” This
could be seen throughout the event, with kids
running around with their parents and playing in and outside.
For a majority of spectators, this is more
than just fun and games. This is a time to
show what they have made and what it
means to them. The designs and modifications made to their vehicles have meanings
and some riders expressed the thought behind every mark, paint job, or engravement.

Lowrider Drives Slower
on the Fairgrounds

Rivera’s personalized bike shines with custom paint, pinstriping, and engraving.
(Signal Photo/Andrew Cabrera)

Manuel Rivera’s bike had a design of his
wife’s facial features incorporated into the
body of his bike. Nancy added, “I like it because there’s a lot of cars you see with random pictures and he wanted something with
special meaning to him, so that made me feel
good. The first picture he did was a surprise.”
Aside from designs being inspired by loved

ones, several cars payed homage to important Chicanx figures such as Cesar Chavez,
the Virgin of Guadalupe and the eagle.
Usually, there are two types of entries to
these shows, cars for show and cars for competition. Many of these show cars require
maintenance especially if involved with
these high stake shows.

Some owners showed off their previous wins by putting their trophies on display. (Signal Photo/Andrew Cabrera)
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Jose Zavala from Watsonville owns of a 1961 Chevy Apostle 10
and was excited to share his car care routine, “I baby my car every
day, I have a product for the chrome, for the body itself, and the
interior. I put it on [the product] only once in awhile, the more you
touch it up the more you scratch the chrome. I painted it a champagne color because I’ve always liked that, it’s clean and it goes
with everything.”
The participants of the car show were very proud of their possessions. They even have more planned to enhance their lowriders
and bikes.
Jose Reyes from Fresno was ready for his next purchase for his
low rider, “I have had this car for about four years, haven’t changed
anything but the top of the car and the wheels. The interior is next,
full custom interior and full paint job as well.”

The judges of this event enjoy their job and share these common
interests. This is a job that takes great expertise of these vehicles.
George Torres, a judge from Salinas, shared his responsibilities.
He said, “I’m judging a total of about two hundred, basically we
have a score sheet, we have to go off our sheet, goes over the whole
car: paint, interior, undercarriage, hydraulics, engraving, basically
go over the whole car. We are looking for pretty much every detail
and all the flaws too. I’ve been doing this for 15 years.”
This was the thirtieth annual Lowrider Super Car Show and there
will be more events like these that highlight a different side of the
Chicanx culture that keeps it low and slow.

Lowrider Conduce más Lento en
el Recinto Ferial
por Andrew Cabrera, Alyssa Patterson,
and Paula Luna Sanchez

El Livin’ Life Luxurious Car Club mantuvo viva la cultura Chicanx en el recinto ferial Stanislaus este agosto pasado en colaboración con la revista Impalas, quienes son basados en el valle
central.
La comunidad de lowrider se enfoca en un interés común y mantenerse unidos.
Nancy Rivera de Modesto describió esta comunidad como una
cultura orientada a la familia. Ella dijo: “Todos se juntan y se divierten y se cuidan el uno al otro.” Esto se pudo ver durante todo
el evento, con niños corriendo con sus padres y jugando dentro y
fuera.
Para la mayoría de los espectadores, esto es más que solo diversión y juegos. Este es un momento para mostrar lo que han
hecho y lo que significa para ellos. Los diseños y modificaciones
realizadas en sus vehículos tienen significados y algunos conductores expresaron el pensamiento detrás de cada marca, trabajo de
pintura o grabado.
La bicicleta de Manuel Rivera tenía un diseño de los rasgos
faciales de su esposa incorporados en el cuerpo de su bicicleta.
Nancy agregó: “Me gusta porque hay muchos autos que ves con
imágenes aleatorias y él quería algo con un significado especial
para él, así que eso me hizo sentir bien. La primera imagen que
hizo fue una sorpresa.”

Esta impala estaba poniendo un show por su capacidad de estar en
tres ruedas durante todo el show.
(Signal Photo/Andrew Cabrera)
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Jose Zavala de Watsonville, paso tiempo detallando su camioneta clásica C10, mientra los jueces observaban la competenda.
(Signal Photo/Andrew Cabrera)

Además de los diseños inspirados por sus seres queridos, varios autos rindieron homenaje a importantes figuras Chicanx como
César Chávez, la Virgen de Guadalupe y la águila.
Por lo general, hay dos tipos de entradas para estos shows, autos
para show y autos para competencia. Muchos de estos autos de
exhibición requieren mantenimiento, especialmente si participan
en estos espectáculos de alto riesgo.
José Zavala, de Watsonville, es dueño de un Chevy Apostle 10
de 1961 y estaba emocionado de compartir su rutina de cuidado
del automóvil: “Yo mimo mi automóvil todos los días, tengo un
producto para el cromo, para el cuerpo y el interior. Le pongo [el
producto] solo una vez de vez en cuando, cuanto más lo retocas,
más rascas el cromo. Lo pinté de color champán porque siempre
me ha gustado, es limpio y combina con todo.”
Los participantes de la exhibición de autos estaban muy orgullosos de sus posesiones. Incluso tienen más planes para mejorar
sus bajos conductores y bicicletas.

José Reyes, de Fresno, estaba listo para su próxima compra para
su lowrider: “He tenido este auto durante aproximadamente cuatro
años, no he cambiado nada más que la parte superior del auto y las
ruedas. El interior es lo siguiente, interior totalmente personalizado y pintura completa también.”
Los jueces de este evento disfrutan de su trabajo y comparten
estos intereses comunes. Este es un trabajo que requiere gran experiencia de estos vehículos.
George Torres, un juez de Salinas, compartió sus responsabilidades. Él dijo: “Estoy juzgando un total de alrededor de doscientos, básicamente tenemos una hoja de puntaje, tenemos que basarlo de nuestra hoja, repasar todo el auto: pintura, interior, tren de
rodaje, sistema hidráulico, grabado, básicamente repasar el coche
entero. Estamos buscando prácticamente todos los detalles y todos
los defectos también. He estado haciendo esto durante 15 años.”
Esta fue la decimotercera edición anual de Lowrider Super Car
Show y habrá más eventos como estos que resaltan un lado diferente de la cultura Chicanx que la mantendrá baja y lenta.

¡Un boleto para la decimotercera show del Luxrious Car Club! (Signal Photo/Alyssa Patterson)
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Warriors Work on Their
Summer Fitness
by Paula Luna Sanchez & Kerry Young
Students are taking their health into their own hands
by attending the Student Recreation Complex (SRC)
this summer.
Staying active can be a challenge, especially during
the summer, but some warriors have accepted the
challenge and had a few helpful tips to share.
Regular SRC attendee, Alex Walker (senior, Business Marketing) says, “It doesn’t matter where you
are, you can start anywhere. Don’t idolize people you
see in the gym. Always track your own progress. Stop
looking at the scale.”
A common challenge in going to the gym is staying
motivated and consistent. Alexandria Hall (junior, English) and Catheryne Wright (senior, Sociology) have
overcome this obstacle by working out together. Hall
says, “Get a buddy, it’s so hard to force yourself to go
to the gym if you don’t have the motivation and she is
my motivation and I’m her motivation.”
As these students know, working out has many benefits. According to the U.S National Library of Medicine, regular exercise increases one’s mood and reduces the risk of depression due to chemicals released
during physical activity.
Hall experiences these benefits first hand, “It’s nice
to just be able to work out and then go home and feel
really good about yourself.”
Not only are these active students feeling more happy, but others are seeing it too.
SRC Team Member, Dominic Borelli (junior, Psychology) notices the benefits of working out on a students mood and says that his favorite part of working
at the SRC is meeting all the “positive students.”
The SRC encourages students to take advantage of
the facilities by offering group exercise classes, such
as yoga, weight lifting, bootcamp, and dance. These
classes can help eliminate the intimidation around
navigating the fancy new equipment. In order to take
these classes, all students need to do is show up with
their warrior IDs.
In addition to the in-door activities, SRC now offers
free access to the campus pool.
The friendly environment at the SRC is the perfect
place for students to pursue a healthy lifestyle. The
SRC is open from Monday through Friday from 6:00
a.m. to 11:00 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday from 6:00
a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Walker reminds students to, “focus on what you’re
doing and what makes you happy.”

Warriors enjoying the SRC during the summer. (Signal Photo/Paula Sanchez)

Your On-Campus One-Stop
Student Friendly Print Shop
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Illustration by Simarjit Kaur

Stanislaus County Fair:
Memorable and Unpredictable

by Danielle Castillo & Alyssa Patterson
The Stanislaus County Fair, the biggest event in the area, has
made its annual appearance for more mid-July fun.
Visitors have their choice to ride carnival style rides, watch concerts from celebrity performers, enjoy fried Oreos while watching
the destruction derby, and much more.
Matt Cranford, Chief Executive Officer of the Stanislaus County
Fair, described what was special about the event this year. “This
year the fair was operating well on many different levels. In additional to having a near record year for attendance, we had some
great individual days. We have also started to branch out with different kinds of entertainment for families to see during the fair.
That has been a focus the last few years, and I feel that this year
was our best yet for the variety and types of entertainment we have
been able to provide. Additionally, we have started to focus on the
cities in our county and provide feature booths for them and this
was fun to see. Our blue ribbon contests, the competitive exhibits,
has really taken off. And the quality of items we receive has been
great. It really goes a long ways in showcasing what individuals
can do within our community!”
Every year, the Stanislaus County fair reaches out to their past
employees to reapply to work seasonally. It is a great summer job
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that many students and young adults take advantage of, especially
because of the free access. Macy Reza, a student from CSU Fullerton, explained why she enjoys working at the fair, “You get to
interact with the fair goers and create a bond with your coworkers,
that over the years, is built up.”
Victor Bravo (senior, Criminal Justice), has been working for the
Stanislaus State Fair for eight years now and plans on continuing
his participation. He described how this year was the most interesting because of an unpredicted celebrity spotting, “Jeff Goldblum.
The fact that he was right there. He was doing a documentary on
destruction derbies, and from what I heard he was actually in a
destruction derby before. He was walking around the stands doing
recordings and stuff, he wanted to walk around the fair to be seen
but not to be swarmed by people.”
Shauna Bennett, from Hilmar, California, gave an explanation
on how the fair attracts her and her family, “I come every year,
it’s a tradition. We were here last night too. This event benefits the
schools because kids show their animals and they get to learn how
to take care of something. It benefits the city because the revenue,
not sure where the money goes, but I am assuming the city gets the
money.”

Neighborhood
There was an animal showings that brought families and animal lovers together. Valida Chantrell, from Coarsegold, California,
was a first time visitor, “My grandson is showing his goat and the
goat misbehaved. When you show them they are supposed to stand
with their legs straight and he was bucking around like a horse so
he got disqualified but he did win second place for weight.”
Some visitors had ideas of how to make the event even better.
The majority of concerns has to do with directions, expenses, and
updates.
Officer Ming from California Highway Patrol was on duty for
the fair, “I grew up here and I think the fair hasn’t changed too
much but maybe the size of it. More things to do, they might be
limited by the real estate here but I think walking around growing
up I thought it was huge but as you grow up you say ‘that’s all’?”
“You have to buy a ticket to go to the Derby or anything in the
arena, then also get a ticket to get in. If they can combine that into
one ticket. We dont think its too expensive but it’s better to get one
ticket rather than stand in line so you get to bypass standing in two
lines” Bennett added.
“There has been a certain level of assumptions and stigmas associated with that phrase, and I feel we are breaking that mold to create a new level of standards on what to expect at a county fair. It is
no longer only about carnival rides, food, and livestock. We have
arts, cooking, and technology. All of which represent our community and is a great platform to showcase what, we, as a community
can do” Cranford added.
The performances of the day has been what caught many locals
attention and led them to the event.
Susana Murphy, from Merced, California, came out because of
En Vogue, “I was kind of sad that TLC wasn’t performing anymore
but I heard En Vogue was coming so it made it better...my favorite

California Highway Patrol Officer Ming enjoying the
summer sun and a fair he has been attending since he
was a child (Signal Photo/ Danielle Castillo).

part is the food, always the food, funnel cakes and crepes are the
best.”
Kenny Jones, who works for KAT Country 103, shared the highlights to his trip, “Meeting our listeners, this is an opportunity to
get out and rub elbows with people that listen to our radio station.
With the Stanislaus County Fair you got people from Stockton,
Modesto from right here in Turlock or come out as far as Roseville
because it is such a great fair...I think it is an opportunity to come
out and cut loose and get behind these kids that are working on
these projects and raising these animals all year long so I think
that’s what it’s about really, being a part of the community by coming out. All these different areas come here to Stanislaus County
Fair. I think it’s perfect just the way it is.”
This was also a destination for the young and in love.
Angel Higares (sophomore, Psychology), gave a description of
her and her boyfriends “fair date”, “We spent sixty dollars on food
and games! We ate ice cream and had barbequed food and won a
stuffed dog at the dart game and enjoyed fresh lemonade, it was a
great time.”
The county also made the effort to include help from schools
outside the area. Kalysa Labuga, from Livingston, California, was
involved with a fundraiser and enjoys helping out the students, “I
work for a high school in Livingston, we are part of the Livingston
High School color guard and band, and we have our students come
in and work over here so they can earn money that counts toward
uniforms, equipment, all that stuff that they need throughout the
year”
The Stanislaus State County fair has given more than 220,000
visitors something fun to experience on a hot summer day since
1911, and will continue to be a local event where families, couples,
and tourists may create lifelong memories.

Families from near and far enjoyed carnival themed rides and games this summer
(Signal Photo/ Danielle Castillo).
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All Saints Put in Work for New Church
by Andrew Cabrera

Turlock is constantly expanding and updating its roads and
buildings. From construction on freeways to schools and even
some churches, Turlock is elevating its appearance. One church,
in particular, is the University Parish across the street on Christoffersen Way.
All Saints is currently increasing its grounds with five new meeting rooms, a bigger chapel, and 159 new parking spots for churchgoers. This project was approved early February and broke ground
early July.
There was a short ceremony where Father Tom, a new priest to
the University Parish, blessed the grounds and spoke a few words.
Since then, the new buildings are quickly taking shape as frames
were put up late last month.
Prior to the frames, Jose Zamudio and his team helped install
all the necessary parts that aren’t as visible. He is part of Phase
1 Construction, a subcontracted company that is taking on about
three-fourths of this entire project.
Zamudio said that “we are part of the underground part of work,
like the graft work and foundation. We are going to also do all the
side work like the sidewalks, street gutters, and paving.”
With the summer heat still rolling into the early portions of fall,
construction looked like it would slow down, but it didn’t. Zamu-

Jose Zamudio and his crew are keeping cool while working under
the shade. (Signal Photo/Andrew Cabrera).
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Some remains from the original patio still stand.
(Signal Photo/Andrew Cabrera).

dio said that they take the heat very serious. “We have weekly
safety meetings to remind everyone to get some shade and stay
hydrated while they’re out here.”
As a result of both the Student Center and Campus Library currently out of use, students are looking for other places to study
when the heat is not so welcoming. One of these students is Josue
Montoya (senior, Kinesiology) who often goes to the church for
some peace and quiet.
Montoya is currently the president of CSA (Catholic Student Association) and is very excited for the construction to end. He says,
“right now CSA is packed in a room over here but soon there will
be a room for CSA members to use for our meetings and just to
hangout. We’re going to have so much space, our own little snack
room, and a place to study. There is just going to be so much room
altogether.”
He went on to say that “finding a place on campus to study now
is tough and is only going to get tougher. I have a small space
where I study here at church but even that, it’s pretty cramped and
tight but with this room, there will be a lot more space for me and
others to study.”
Another eager parishioner is currently working in the office and
was able to explain both the layout and the reasoning behind this
expansion.
Marie Lorenzi has been attending All Saints for about 15 years
and has known about the construction for “well over ten years.”
She said it has been a slow start mainly because “the processes you
have to go through and there’s a lot of planning that you need to
do. Then there’s planning on when the best time to get everything
started.”

Neighborhood

Days after the floor work was finished the frames went up and work kept on going. (Signal Photo/Andrew Cabrera)

Lorenzi explained that “the parish council created a building
committee that was the group of people that were working with
the architect for the design and what we were doing. Of course,
they did a consultation with the priest and the necessary consultations with the various departments in the diocese offices that
have input on building projects.”
She added that as of right now, the overall budget for the project is 3.4 million dollars and that “The diocese required us to
have so much in funds on-hand before we could start the project.
They don’t let you get financing for the entire project, so the
monthly building collections helped us get the funds we needed.”
Father Tom said that it took the parish a few years to raise
enough money, and now “they are able to see that the end result
will be good. The fruits of their labor, their prayers, and their
planning are happening.”
Father Tom Orlando believes that with growth, expansion is
necessary. “Just in the month, I’ve been here people have been
registering as parishioners so you can see at all the masses that
it’s packed. So the fact that we will have more worship space is
huge.”
Like Montoya said earlier, there will be a room dedicated
for CSA students and Orlando added that these rooms will also
house “the Knights of Columbus and the Young Ladies Institute,
all those people they will have a good place to meet now. I assume that they will have their own space and can permanently
be set up, instead of having to put stuff back every time they are
finished with a meeting.”
Coming from a construction background, Orlando can respect
all the work that is going on outside his office. He said, “Before
I became a priest I was a civil engineer for about seven years so
I have partaken in a lot of this stuff. I know that this is not easy
work and it is a lot of hard work.”
The parish signed a contract with Simile which, according
to their website, “is a faith-based, family-owned-and-operated
business with a strong commitment to giving back to the community.”

Orlando has been meeting with Simile is both impressed and optimistic to see what the end result will look like. “This is the first project I’ve worked with them but I’ve definitely seen them around town.
They’re a good contractor, a good Catholic family, and we’re happy
that they’re the ones that were chosen. It’s a blessing to have them.”
Simile has 30 years of experience and has completed over 100
projects, including five other churches. Orlando, with the rest at All
Saints, are eager to see the finished project.
Orlando meets with Simile and Jim Shaw, the contractor, every
other week and if everything stays on track, they are looking to have
everything done by February 2020. He went on to say, “it’s exciting
for the parish to see everything come about, after all those years of
praying for it and saving up all that money, it’s like their dreams are
coming together.”
Father Tom closed with a comparison of the current process of
construction to the end. “We do have to put up with the idea of ‘pardon our dust’ but it’s all temporary. It’s kind of like being down here
on Earth, it’s temporary with aches and pains but the end goal is what
we’re shooting for. We need to stay grateful for what we have and
where we’re headed.”

Illustration by Ethan Hunt
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“We’re with the group Balance of the Force. We’re just
local people from Sacramento, just a bunch of friends
that like to dress up and come to events like this.” Cop
said.
The two had already been to Stockton Con and Sacramento Con, and they enjoyed getting to interact with
everyone and take pictures.
“Seeing all the kids, everybody smiling, especially
them taking pictures with us is the fun part of it.” Cop
added.
Another guest who many were happy to see was Brandon Crane who had played Ben Hanscom in the 1990
IT film.
“That summer we all got together and shot the film
in Vancouver for three months and we got to work with
Tim Curry, who is a legend in his own right. It was a
really cool summer camp experience. We had no idea
that people would still care about it today.” Crane said.
Crane and the rest of the old loser club is getting together this October for the London Comic Con and they
really enjoy to be on these panels getting to talk to the
fans.
“A lot of times we get to do panels and Q & A’s and
those are the best because a lot of times people are too
shy to come up to the table to talk to you so when they
are surrounded by numbers they get the courage to ask
those questions we don’t normally get to hear. We would
get really interesting questions and it will inspire us to
give really interesting answers.”
Brandon Crane inspired film makers Aaron Herrera
and Brett Anderson. The two had made their own two
horror films and are hoping to create more with the addition of Aaron Herrera’s 12-year-old daughter.
“We have been doing this for 12 years and it’s just a lot
of fun, and my 12 year old daughter is also a filmmaker like me, she really into it and we have a lot of fun.”
Herrera said.
This had been their fourth time invited to be at a booth
for a convention and Herrera adds how they would like
to see more horror characters dressed up.
There were also people selling their own collectables
or art, like Antone Perry and Ckelsie Axtell. Antone Perry is retired from Atwater but has been selling comic

Andrew Nelson (left) and Kevin Devine (right). (Signal Photo/ Danielle Castillo)

Ohana Comic Con visited the Central Valley on Labor
Day inviting people from all different ages from around
California to enjoy what they love most, their favorite
movies, anime, comic books and so much more.
Being held at the Stanislaus County Fairgrounds,
many people around the Central Valley came here to see
what the vendors were selling or to just see the different
cosplay costumes.
One particular person who was going to have a booth
that had everyone talking was Andrew Nelson. Nelson
is an actor, visual effects artist and animator, his most
famous role was playing Darth Vader in the George Lucas film.
“I spent 12 years playing the character Darth Vader of
George Lucas film. I played Darth Vader on film, television, for commercials, print ads, magazine covers, coin
packaging, and even on post it stamps. I am also a visual
effect artist and animator. I spent six years at LucasArts,
the game company, designing and creating games there
and then moved over to industrial magic and worked on
the visual effects on the Star Wars prequels, and films
like Galaxy Quest, Jurassic Park 3, Perfect Storm, and
the Nightmare Before Christmas and a whole bunch
more.” Nelson said.
With doing this role he’s been appearing as a guest at
conventions since 2005. However, he used to turn them
down due to his not thinking anyone would be interested.
Nelson has changed his mind and now does these events
for charities, particularly the Children’s Foundation.
After being at Comic Cons around the world, he had
some words to say about Comic Cons.
“You know I think it’s a great thing [Comic Cons]. I
think if somebody has never been to a show like this,
they should come out to one. They are affordable, family
friendly, they don’t have long hours so you don’t have to
worry about kids getting all whiney. There is something
for everybody, everyone is a fan of some kind of thing,
either it being a cool tv show, a movie, or comic books.”
Nelson added.
Andrew Nelson was not the only person representing the Star War franchise. Christopher Cop and Kevin
Devine both came from Sacramento dressed as a random
jedi and Darth Vader.

Brett Anderson staying in character of Pennywise.
(Signal Photo/ Danielle Castillo)

books since 1971 simply because he enjoys the comic
books. “You know along the way you sell a few, you
trade a few, you buy a few.” he says.
This is Ckelsie Axtell’s first time in Turlock, but she
has been traveling around with the Ohana Cons attending different comic cons around different areas.
Axtell first had done art as gifts for friends and from
there it has evolved into selling and doing it full time.
“I started doing movies and shows I really enjoyed and
from there I branched out into things that I noticed that a
lot of people also enjoyed. I also always try to keep my
own personal enjoyment and flare on it that way it is a
little bit of what I am into.” Axtell adds.
Axtell also mentioned something about Comic Cons,
“It’s a really fun, inviting group where it kind of invites people to step outside of their comfort zone and
have fun and meet a lot of new people. There’s a lot of
people where maybe they might be more of a home body
and this kind of gives them that safe space. They can
step out but still feel at home.”

Illustration by Jace Ortega
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The World of Anime,
Cosplay and Superheros
Comes to Turlock
By Danielle Castillo

Brandon Crane played as Ben Hanscom in the original
1990 film IT. (Signal Photo/ Danielle Castillo)

Ckelise Axtell showcasing her artwork at Turlock’s
Comic Con (Signal Photo/ Danielle Castillo)
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Stan State News

City of Turlock
Puts Wastewater
to Use

by Juan Guitron & Kerry Young
Illustration by Jace Ortega

W

hile we are at home, constantly flushing our toilets, running our showers,
and grinding up all manner of things in the
garbage disposal, Turlock’s Water Quality
Control staff is busily taking that wastewater and turning it into a clean, reusable water
source.
Turlock’s Regional Water Quality Control
Facility has been helping our community by
protecting the environment, helping local
businesses thrive, and providing jobs to Stan
State graduates.
David Huff, Water Quality Control Division
Manager, describes Turlock’s wastewater
workers as “...ordinary people doing extraordinary things.” After an extensive tour
of Turlock’s Regional Water Quality Control
Facility, this description appeared to be very
appropriate.
Huff says that the plant is “a classified facility.” This means that it is a highly sophisticated wastewater treatment plant. In fact, Dr.
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Horacio Ferriz, Geology Professor says, “It
is probably one of the most advanced plants
that we have.”
Michael Cooke, Municipal Services Director, says wastewater workers are “the original environmentalists.” He says they have
two roles: protecting public health, and protecting the environment.
In the history of the United States and Europe (from the late 1800s to the early 1900s),
“most people died from waterborne diseases
such as typhoid and cholera,” says Cooke.
By figuring out how to treat the wastewater
to get rid of waterborne diseases, the quality
of health in these countries greatly improved.
“If you go to some of the less developed
parts of the world, the more impoverished
parts of the world, they don’t have the same
level of sophisticated wastewater treatment,
and they still struggle with those waterborne
illnesses,” he says.

The recycled water can be used for a number of different things. Dr. Ferriz says that
recycled water is often used for agriculture
because, “plants don’t have the same [hangups] that we have over water that once went
through the sewage plant.”
Cooke says, “Our wastewater is really clean,
you could use it for anything other than
drinking so TID uses it for cooling at one of
their local power plants.”
By providing water for cooling, the Water
Quality Control Facility reduces TID’s costs,
which allows them to provide cheap power.
This is important because low power rates
are extremely attractive to industries looking
to locate in Turlock. Cooke says, “It’s kind
of a symbiotic relationship we have with
TID, the City of Turlock, and our food processors.”
Helping to foster a space where local businesses can thrive is one of the many ways
Turlock’s Regional Water Quality Control

Stan State News

Turlock’s Regional Water Quality Control Facility (Signal Photo/Kerry Young)

Facility gives back to the community, says
Cooke, adding that he hopes that enough
jobs will be added to the local economy to
keep Stan State students around after they
graduate. “We have a lot of talented people,
but sometimes they have to move away to
find the kind of job they want. Actually, we
hire a lot of Stan State grads.”
The facility likes to hire graduates with degrees in biology, chemistry, physics, engineering, and environmental science, Huff
says.
“It would be ideal dream work for say, chemistry students because although water is very
simple, it is the small amounts of this and that
that make the difference between good quality and low quality,” says Dr. Ferriz. “The little amounts of components are important and
that’s what chemists like to know.”
Dr. Ferriz says that students who are interested in this type of career develop a good
knowledge of excel. He also says that it
helps to have “a bit of an analytical mind.”
Students who are interested in helping the
environment may find a career in water treatment very fulfilling because, “you’re taking
something that could be pollution, treating it
to a very high standard, and putting it back
into the environment where it has no adverse
impact,” says Cooke.

With all that Turlock’s Regional Water Quality Control Facility does for the environment,
students should be thinking about what they
can do to help.
“The university is very eco friendly, students
in general have good feelings towards the
environment,” says Dr. Ferriz. “I think they
have to realize that maintaining environmental quality sometimes involves tradeoffs…
Have your aluminum bottle, go to the faucet,
fill it up.”
For students looking to fill up their reusable
bottles on campus, there are several water
bottle refilling stations located around our
campus.
Dr. Ferriz says that we should applaud the
City of Turlock because of the effort that
they put forth in handling our water. “Be
eco, but realize that to maintain good quality
requires good engineering and good policy
decisions.”
“It’s quite a heroic thing we do day-to-day,
and no one really pays attention to it,” says
Cooke. But if you don’t discuss the excellent
sewage system in the City of Turlock with
your friends, there’s no need to feel bad. As
Cooke says, “If you’re not talking about us,
we’re doing our job.”

“Can I be in Smash Bros?”

Michael Cooke and David Huff
(Signal photo/Kerry Young)
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Campus Culture

A New Place of Hope and Safety
for Undocumented Warriors
by Sandra Plascencia-Rodriguez and Paula Luna Sanchez

After much student activism and persistence, Stan State finally
opened an Undocumented Student Services Center this past summer. The new Undocumented Student Services Center provides
students with legal, financial, academic, and emotional services
and support.
With the opening of the Undocumented Student Services Center,
Stan State joins the other 22 California State Universities (CSU’s)
with centers for undocumented students.
“The undocumented Student Services is a program we just started this summer. We are going to provide legal services for undocumented students, their family, staff and faculty… if it is peer
support [or] academic support, we are going to be able to provide
that support for students,” said Dreamers Project Coordinator, Polet Hernandez.
Despite being the “Dreamers” Project Coordinator, Hernandez explains how she and other faculty, “changed the name from
dreamers to undocumented students just because the dreamers
have been used to identify students who came here at a younger
age. This term ends up blaming the parents for the status and we
want to make sure we include all undocumented students not just
those that identify as dreamers.”
Since they opened, the Center has already begun giving back to
the community by providing a free Know Your Rights workshop.
The main reason behind the workshop is to not only inform the
community of their rights, but also the resources that they have
available to them on campus.

Stan State’s Diversity Center provides a welcoming environment for
all students. (Signal Photo/Kerry Young)

By providing workshops like, Know Your Rights, the Center is
reinforcing the importance of student safety.
“We focus on educating staff, faculty and administrators on the
issues that undocumented students face and how they can support
and create a safe zone for them,” Hernandez said.
Laura Tellez (senior, Liberal Studies) appreciates staff, faculty
and administration becoming educated on undocumented students
because, “it creates a feeling of security as well as comfort knowing that there are people in there that know our struggle and that
are there to help.”
Students have begun to feel more comfortable on campus due to
the addition of the Center.
“I feel safer with the Center because it is an acknowledgement
that we are here and it is backed up by the university, the state and
federal government,” Fernando Amador Ambriz (junior, Communication Studies) said.

“It creates a feeling of security
as well as comfort knowing that
there are people in there that
know our struggle and that are
there to help,” Tellez said.
Posters promoting equality line the walls at The Diversity Center.
(Signal Photo/Kerry Young)
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Fernando Amador Ambriz (junior, Communication Studies) is exited for the Undocumented Student Service Center.
(Signal Photo/Sandra Plascencia-Rodriguez)

The opening of the Center is just the first step for undocumented
students recognition as there is still a lot of work that needs to be
done.
“We do have more to do, more progress to make… since we are in
the beginning process we might not meet all the needs that students
have but we believe that as students start engaging more in the program we will be able to recognize the needs that they have so we can
start implementing them, ” Hernandez said.
The Center has various events planned for the fall semester. These
include a DACA Renewal Clinic on September 18th, a movie night
on September 27th, and more. All these events are resources that
benefit and educate undocumented students and allies.
The Center is also looking at hiring two students on behalf of the
Catalyst Grant, which was obtained through Immigrant Rising, to
represent Stan State for a year. These two students will learn and give
back resources to fellow students.
“The catalyst fellowship allows students to develop social, emotional [skills] and a lot of engagement and volunteering through on-

line workshops and they also get to attend a conference in September,” Hernandez said.
In the meantime, Hernandez and several advocates encourage students to take advantage of the resources of the Center.
“It’s a step in the right direction, acknowledging that there is people that have DACA and undocumented students that need a lot of
help… When they [undocumented students] go to financial aid center, they always say, ‘well you have to talk to this person’ you know,
so it is good to know that there is a center where we are not going to
be sent somewhere else or redirected,” Amador Ambriz said.
“To me it means people care, and there is support and it means that
you are not alone. You are important as DACA students,” explains
Jessica Garcia (junior, Political Science).
The Undocumented Student Services Center is open Monday-Tuesday from 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., Wednesday from 3:00 p.m. - 6:00
p.m., Thursday from 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. and Friday by appointment, which can be scheduled via email, dreamers@csustan.edu and
phone call at (209)667-3519.

Polet Hernandez, Dreamers Project Coordinator, welcomes and shares resources with students. (Signal Photo/Paula Sanchez)
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Neighborhood

Basic Needs Project
Aims to Fight Food
Insecurity
By Aliyah Stoeckls

Noodles keep college students full but nutrition intake low. (Signal Photo/Aliyah Stoeckl)

W

hile some students worry about
when their next test is, others worry
when their next meal will be.
With the rising epidemic of food insecurity
across college campuses, Stan State’s newest
program is shedding light on students faced
with the prospect of going hungry.
In April 2019, Hope Center for College,
Community and Justice, a nonprofit research
team website focused on restructuring education, released a survey on food insecurity.
They estimated 48 percent of community
college students and 41 percent of fouryear university students who responded
to the center’s survey are experiencing
food insecurities.
Students at risk of being food insecure
do not have access to nutritious, affordable food. This highlights a serious problem on college campuses.
The Basic Needs project’s goal is to
ensure resources that will help students
to sustain their basic needs for long-term
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academic success on and off campus. The
strategies they offer include: enrolling students into Calfresh, utilizing EBT on campus, and providing nutritional meals for students who are experiencing food insecurity,
hunger, displacement, homelessness, and/or
poverty.
Deputy Title IX Coordinator and Health
Education, Director Meg, Lewis said it has
been a big effort for the past two years and
there has been an increase in numbers of students involved.

“If a student applies for Calfresh they’re
applying for financial assistance and to be
able to go grocery shopping…depending on
their situation,” said Lewis.
Students are encouraged and assisted by
the Calfresh interns to submit an application
based on their qualifications, a process that is
done within one month which is in comparison to filling out a FAFSA application.
Alexandra Sandoval (freshman, Kinesiology) described how she feels asking for
support. “Sometimes if I need help I don’t
really like to say it, it makes me feel better
that they’ll know but not everyone. I can still
get support without a bunch of people judging me. It makes a lot of people feel more
welcomed and supported.”
During college, students are told to maintain the lifestyle by eating noodles and Cheetos for breakfast.
Students have enough stress on their plates
trying to balance classes but don’t have
the necessary nutrients and calories to get
through their day.
“We are barely starting, and we are already
stressing about some of the classes, so imagine people that don’t really have a job or who
don’t and can’t afford the tuition, the books
and all the expenses” Dede Salcedo (freshman, Kinesiology) said.
However, the basic needs of every student
is not often talked about on campus. The key
element to the Basic Needs program is to be
an active listener to our students and extend
a hand into our homes.
“My family has it [CalFresh] I believe we
still struggle but it helps us with it more so
that we are not stressing as much as we normally would.” Salcedo added.
In addition to enrolling students in eligible
resources, the warrior food pantry on campus
provides free food and toiletries for students
to eliminate food insecurity. The pantry is
located in room 127 at the student services
building.
“Just last week we served over 150 students in one week compared to August 2018.
We are seeing 40-70 students in the pantry a
day!” Lewis added.
In the best efforts to help students, Stan
State now has food distribution days throughout the semester during which students can
receive a free box of food once a month.

Fun and Games

CAN YOU FIND ALL 10 POTATOES?
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1. "Look for the bare ____"
6. The color of Mickey Mouse's shoes
7. The Little ____
9. Name of the little red crab in The
Little Mermaid
10. Winnie the Pooh's favorite food
12. "Tale as old as ____"
13. Disney purchased ____ in 2006 at a
valuation of $7.4 billion
14. "Bibity bopity ____!"
17. Timon and ____
19. He has a magic carpet and a genie
20. The ____ New Groove
23. "We ____ because we care"
25. ____ Matata
26. ____ Lily (2 words)
27. Name of Sleeping Beauty villain
28. Pete's ____
Down
2. Extraordinarily good; wonderful
3. First name of the Disney creator
4. Disneyland is in the city of _____
5. ____ and the Beast
8. The Sword in the ____
11. Do you wanna build a ____?
15. Lady and the ____
16. Carl and ____ (Up)
18. Elephant with big ears
21. Snow White and the ____ Dwarfs
22. Lightening ____
24. Pizza ____
27. Eddie Murphy was the voice actor
for this character

