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The Signal Recognizes Stolen Land 
of Yokut People

by Paula Sanchez Luna

After much activism 
from students of the Ethnic 
Studies Program and the 
students behind Transfor-
mative Tuesdays, President 
Ellen Junn recognized that 
Stan State is on unceded 
Yokut Land during the Fall 
Welcome Address at the be-
ginning of the semester. 

We, as the student-run 
newspaper, are following 
the steps of President Junn 
and the students who advo-
cated for the land recogni-
tion statement. We would like to formally rec-
ognize that the Signal is run and distributed 
on the stolen and unceded land of the Yokut 
people. 

Beginning this issue of the Signal, we will 
have a statement provided and written by Eth-
nic Studies professor, Dr. Cueponcaxochitl 
Moreno Sandoval, both in our print newspa-
pers and online recognizing the stolen land on 
which we operate.

We hope other Stan State departments and 
organizations follow the hard work of the stu-
dents that made the land recognition possible. 

“We want to formally and with great respect 
acknowledge that we are on the traditional 
lands of the Yokut Nation. Our campus, Stan-
islaus State, is built on the unneeded ancestral 
lands of these Indigenous tribes. Thank you 
for letting us honor them and give our thanks 
to their ancestors and descendants for their 
constant and careful stewardship of this land.”

Editorial
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Banner reminding us that we are on Yokut land during Indigenous Peoples 
Days. (Signal Photo/Paula Sanchez).

Indigenous artist, Supaman performed in the quad for 
Indigenous Peoples Days. (Signal Photo/Paula Sanchez). 
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The Haunted Stockton Campus
by Aliyah Stoeckl

Outside view of the Stockton Campus.
(Signal photo, Aliyah Stoeckl)

On the first floor, students sit 
eagerly to learn in classrooms, 
however, above their heads on 
the abandoned second floor re-
mains what was once an insane 
asylum. 

The Stan State Stockton cam-
pus holds more history than 
most students and faculty know. 
Those who do attend, share sto-
ries of strange encounters and 
spooky stories.

Stockton State Hospital (also 
known as Stockton Insane Asy-
lum) was established as the first 
public mental hospital in Cali-
fornia history in 1851. Patients 
from all over were transferred 
to this asylum and many never 
left. Those who died at the hos-
pital were buried in the ceme-
tery at the back of the building. 

The asylum closed its doors 
in 1995. Shortly after, it became 
our very own Stockton Devel-
opment Center. 

In 2005, construction workers 
on the site unearthed 30 graves 
containing human remains, 
which are assumed patients 
from the former Stockton In-
sane Asylum. 

Today, Erica Kerley has been 
a security guard for the Stock-
ton campus for over three years. 
The majority of her shifts are at 
night time.

“Sometimes you hear noises, 
you hear doors closing when no 
one is in the building, and being 
the last person in the building 
every night is kind of spooky,” 
said Kerley.

If you ask faculty and facili-

ty workers about Nurse Mary, 
they’ll know all about the story.

The well known rumor is 
about a nurse and a doctor that 
were having an affair. The doc-
tor was married. Once the nurse 
got pregnant, he didn’t want to 
leave his wife, so she hung her-
self from a tree outside.

Spooky energy roams the 
halls in the buildings that have 
a rich history dating over 166 
years. 

“I used to work mornings. 
I was walking and I actually 
heard two girls giggling in the 

Hallway in the first floor of the Stockton Campus.
(Signal photo, Aliyah Stoeckl)

bathroom. I open the door and 
no one was there,” said Kerley. 

Some students say they hear a 
ghost banging in the back of the 
building but it’s a boiler in the 
basement. The basement was 
once where patients were cre-
mated or stored when they died. 
Today there are three morgues 
left. 

The stairways are closed off to 
students, mainly due to the fact 
that the second floor is the same 
way it was from the mental asy-
lum, but without the furniture. 
Even the lights still work. 

“It still feels like I’m in a 
mental asylum, with the white 
walls and windows. Especially 
since I have class at night. It’s 
scary,” said Kevin Goodwin 
(junior, Social Science).

Many students feel that if you 
start to think about it then your 
mind starts to play tricks. 

Student Services Specialist 
Zona Zaragoza, has been work-
ing on the Stockton Campus for 
13 years and hasn’t been affect-
ed by its history.

“I haven’t experienced any-
thing, but of course I don’t look 
for it,” said Zaragoza.

Despite the sinister history of 
the campus, efforts in changing 
its image have and will increase 
through the years.
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Pumpkin Patches Offering Interesting 
Fall Activities

by Randel Montenegro

Local farms have pumpkin patch attractions in Stanislaus 
County on every October.

Four different pumpkin patches provide a variety of op-
tions and activities that students can choose from.

R.A.M. farms is a pumpkin patch and corn maze. They 
have a wide variety of pumpkins which can be purchased 
for eating or carving. They offer a map of the entire corn 
maze.

Karen Macedo, business owner, explained that the corn 
maze was designed by her daughter and her son. They put 
the corn maze design into a GPS while driving a tractor.

“They go through when the corn is about six inches to 
a foot tall and cut it with a hoe [farming tool] and they go 
back through and widen the paths…” Macedo said.

Macedo then explained activities like Movie Under the 
Stars where kids and adults can watch evening movies 
while sitting on the hay stacks.

Another Pumpkin Patch that is also in Turlock is the Cip-
poneri Family Farm, hich sells pumpkins and unpasteurized 
almonds. This family fruit stand has been selling fruits for 
28 years.

Dena Cipponeri, owner, explained that she is selling 
pumpkins because she wants to celebrate the fall season, “I 
love this time of year because that means our seasons are 
ending and the harvest has ended and they are going into 
the dormant season. I love seeing the little kids seeing the 
different pumpkins.” 

The Cipponeri Family Farm Fruit Stand and Pumpkin 

Patch is a few minutes away from CSU Stanislaus which 
is a good place if students want to quickly take a nice af-
ternoon picture, purchase a pumpkin, or buy unpasteurized 
almonds.

Another pumpkin patch that is well-known is located in 
Hughson. It is the Resendiz Family Fruit Barn. There is 
a large variety of fruits and pastries like pumpkin pies or 
cookies. They have a large pumpkin patch that has a Hay 
Maze right in front of the Fruit Farm.

Erica Barron, Co-Manager of Resendiz Family Fruit 
Barn, thnks it is a fun place to visit. 

“There are a lot of activities… They can go plant broccoli 
and strawberries. It’s really fun. There is an animal petting 
zoo in the back. There is a fish pond. It’s really nice for the 
children to come and sit down,” said Barron.

Cody Lawrence, customer, thought it was a nice place to 
go purchase a dessert pie tt's, “They do a good job at deco-
rating and a nice place to bring your kids.”

Another pumpkin patch is located between Modesto and 
Riverbank. It is called the Dutch Hollow Farms. This Pump-
kin patch has a corn maze and a farm to see the animals like 
goats, sheep, horses, loud turkeys and pigs.

The corn maze was laser-generated, and every year the 
owner of the farm picks the theme of the corn maze. This 
year, the theme of the corn maze is law enforcement.

Caleb Cohoon thought of taking a picture with the photo 
props. 

“I like the minions, I am going to take a picture over there. 
I love the tractor prop as well; it’s a cool thing to get a photo 
on them,” said Cohoon.

The pumpkin patches in this area encourage everyone in 
the community to visit, making fall memories to last a life-
time.

Visit 
the 
Patches!

R.A.M. Farms Pumpkin Patch
716 N Daubenberger Rd
Turlock, CA 95380

Cipponeri Family Farms
5743 Geer Rd
Turlock, CA 95382

Resendiz Family Fruit Barn
4342 Geer Rd
Hughson, CA 95326

Dutch Hollow Farms
5101 Oakdale Rd
Modesto, CA 95357
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It’s the month of fright and many are em-
bracing the Halloween spirit by watching 
their favorite spooky movies starring ma-
chete-wielding killers, elegant cannibals, 
and the pumpkin king himself. For those 
unsure of what movies to watch this season, 
students and faculty have many recommen-
dations.  

“Halloween Town,” says Cheyanne Saela 
(Sociology/Junior), “I don’t care if I’m 20 
years old, I love it. It’s cool and different. 
The separate worlds in the film kind of re-
flect our reality. The movie teaches us not to 
be prejudiced.” 

Halloween movies are not required to 
terrorize its audience. If the movie con-
tains elements of Halloween, then it works 
as a Halloween movie. “Nightmare Before 
Christmas” is a perfect example. Despite the 
movie’s inclusion of Christmas themes, the 
movie still contains elements of Halloween. 
The disfigured characters, the dreary aesthet-
ic, and the frightening protagonist convey 
the nature and spirit of the season. 

“My family and I watch ‘Nightmare Be-
fore Christmas’. It combines Halloween and 
Christmas together and it makes for a per-
fect family movie,” says Giselle Ramirez 
(Pre-Nursing/Freshman).  

What if you’re in the mood for something 
a bit scarier? The slasher genre is synony-
mous with the Halloween season. From the 
eerie tension of “Halloween” to the fantasti-
cal horror of “A Nightmare on Elm Street”, 
there are plenty films from which to choose.  

“There’s ‘Friday the 13th'. An old movie 
with genuine scares,” says Sebastian Lara 
(Physics/Freshman).  

Maybe you’re looking for a movie with 
a little more tension, atmosphere, and a 
bone-chilling antagonist. Movies like “Sev-
en” and “Silence of the Lambs”, which truly 
evoke the feeling of fear on Halloween night.  

“I’d recommend ‘The Silence of the 
Lambs’. It’s not really horror, it’s more of 

a psychological thriller.” says Haley Baker 
(Psychology/Junior).  Though a Halloween 
movie does not always need to traumatize 
the audience, some may offer laughs and 
outlandish elements. Many movies create 
scenarios in which the audience can laugh 
along with the film. “Evil Dead II” is a great 
example. A film that embraces the campiness 
of horror, and it helps to create a memorable 
experience for the audience. The film offers 
unique practical effects and stylistic visuals 
that elevate it to a masterpiece of horror.  

Anthony Perrello, an English professor 
at Stanislaus State, offers a glowing recom-
mendation, 

“Evil Dead II’; if I had to pick a favorite 
it’s this one; swallow your souls!”  

There are a ton of horror films that have 
mainstream appeal. However, there are many 
cult classics that may be worth watching for 
those who are willing.  

“My choice is Larry Cohen’s ‘The Stuff,” 
says Kevin Gasaway, media production 
specialist at Stanislaus State, “It’s a mix of 
The Blob, with anti-consumerism of the 
eighties.” Gassaway goes on to recommend 
another film; “If you’re going for a family 
friendly movie, watch ‘Carnival of Souls’. It 
has a slight creepy vibe, perfect for scar-
ing kids.” 

Halloween is the perfect time of year for 
watching scary movies. The 
elements of Fall complement 
the films, they help create 
an immersive experience. 
To sit down with the fam-
ily, watch your favorite 
movie, and look out at 
the orange leaves float-
ing off trees. It creates a 
feeling of warmth and 
comfort that will al-
ways stick with you.  

There's A Halloween 
Movie For Everyone

by Conor Demings

Illustrations by Jace Ortega
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The Turlock Fairgrounds have turned into 
the Turlock Feargrounds with the return of 
the Ranch of Horror for the third consecutive 
year. 

Upon entering, a clown on a bicycle is 
cruising around the lot while the movie Ho-
cus Pocus is playing in the background, set-
ting the mood for the night. 

Heather May is one of the producers for 
the Ranch of Horror and she explained why 
it is so unique. 

“We are the largest selection of haunted 
attractions in the valley. Some places have 
more selections of Halloween attractions but 
we have the largest selection of haunted at-
tractions, they’re scary and thrilling.” 

There are eight main attractions; Bloody 
Lullaby, Contagion, Zombie Escape 2.0, 
House of Dystopia, Circus of Horror: Haunt-
ed Hayride, Ranchers Revenge, Jailbreak 
and Morbid State Asylum. 

“Our claim to fame is Zombie Escape. 
You’ve heard of an escape room, this is an 
escape town where you get to go out and 
shoot dead zombies with paintballs while 
you are searching for the cure to save the 
world,” said May. 

Last year, Contagion was introduced for 
the first time and it became an instant hit.

“It was legit. Going fast, in the dark, shoot-
ing paintballs at zombie’s makes me feel 

like I was in a real life video game. It was 
so amazing,” said Lurdes Carrillo-Alvarado 
(junior, Child Development). 

Contagion consists of riding in the back of 
a truck and shooting paintballs at zombies 
at a high speed. The rush of adrenaline, the 
speed and your general yelling at you non-
stop makes it feel as if you have been tele-
ported to a zombie apocalypse. 

Carrillo-Alvarado says The House of 
Dystopia was one of her favorites. “It felt 
endless, like it was never going to end. Ev-
erytime I walked through a door, something 
scarier popped out. It really got the blood 
flowing. I loved every minute of it.” 

The House of Dystopia begins with a nurse 
picking a patient. The patient then gets put on 
a wheelchair and rolled inside to see a doctor 
who specializes in phobias. Phobias are then 
presented throughout the whole house as the 
patient and guests walk through it. 

Every attraction has a storyline to it. 
“I really liked that every attraction had a 

plot to it. The worker’s acting skills were 
very impressive, they never once broke char-
acter and it gave a more authentic feel to the 
night.” said Densie Jasso (senior, Political 
Science). 

The Haunted Hayride is more of a fami-
ly friendly attraction but that does not mean 
that it is any less scary. 

“It was very interactive. The workers in 
costumes would get on the ride and try to 
spook you, they even tried to make conver-
sation with you. The scariest part was the 
clown at the end who just stared at us as we 
left and waved. It was so creepy.” said Jasso. 

Apart from attractions, there was also a 
good amount of booths. 

According to May, the vendor’s are Ma-
ria’s Tacos, Sweet and Sour U.S.A., who 
sells European candy., a fortune teller and a 
photoshop team from Europe. 

“It was pretty cool how much effects the 
photoshop team does. They made my head 
float and my body disappear. The European 
candy was really good too, the stuffed lico-
rice was amazing.” said Carrillo-Alvarado. 

Molly Amant is also a producer and she 
encourages the Stan State population to visit 
the Ranch of Horror. 

“We know that college kids are looking 
for something to do on the weekends and 
in October, everyone wants to be a part of 
something that has to do with Halloween and 
I think this is the place to spend it if you are 
going to be in Turlock.” 

The Ranch of Horror is open every week-
end of October until November 2nd. They 
open at 7 and close at midnight, Friday to 
Sunday. They are located at 900 N. Broad-
way, Turlock, California.  
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The Ranch of Horror
by Sandra Plascencia-Rodriguez

(Signal Photo/Sandra Plascencia-Rodriguez)
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Fall Favorites
by Kerry Young

With October upon us, it’s time to start 
getting out the fuzzy blankets, mixing up 
the apple cider, and cuddling up for spooky 
movie nights. Whether you’re a person who 
enjoys a good jump scare, or someone who 
loves to be cozy and warm, fall has some-
thing to offer you.

Although fall is sometimes associated 
with the (not so fun) arrival of exams and 
midterms, there are also many things to en-
joy about the season. Some Stan students 
share what makes fall enjoyable for them.

“My favorite thing to do during fall is eat 
pumpkin pie and buy fall decorations for 
my apartment,” says Lisette Maciel (junior, 
Psychology).

Serena Orosco (junior, Liberal Studies) 
enjoys the changing leaves on campus. The 
bright colors are always her signal that fall 
has arrived. 

 Some students simply appreciate the re-
lief from the sweltering valley heat. 

“I like the colder weather and the fact 
that there’s more of a chance for rain than 
in other seasons,” says Jaime Mejia (junior, 
Criminal Justice). 

Maciel also enjoys the cooler weather, 
“My favorite thing about fall is the change 
in weather because I prefer cold weather 
over hot weather. Also it’s not hot or cold, 
so it’s pretty much perfect.” 

Sometimes life as a busy college student 
can get so overwhelming that we forget to 
slow down and appreciate the small things 
that make life a little brighter. From watch-
ing the leaves change, to breathing in the 

cooler air, there are so many simple ways to 
take a step back and appreciate life. 

For those who are looking to get into the 
fall mood, a few Stan Students have some 
cozy suggestions. 

“Have pumpkin spice everything,” says 
Orosco, adding that her favorite way to 
celebrate fall is to decorate for Dia de los 
Muertos. 

Maciel suggests lighting a fall scented 
candle and bringing out the cozy sweaters.

One local business that really knows how 
to set the fall vibe is The Greenery Nursery. 
Located on East Olive, The Greenery is a 
plant nursery and gift shop that is known 
for its beautiful displays and friendly atmo-
sphere. 

Teresa Elstad, Gift Shop Manager and 
Bookkeeper at The Greenery, describes 
how many community members regularly 
walk around the Greenery gardens and gift 
shop, just to enjoy the sights and get into 
the fall mood.

 “We have a lot of people who come in to 
shop weekly. They may not buy anything, 
but they’ll come in to get inspired...

Photo credits to Kerry Young
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Or they’ll come in on their lunch hour and 
wander through to see the color outside. We 
have so many new plants that come in, and 
it’s fun to see all the beautiful fall plant col-
or after a hot summer,” says Elstad.

For students who enjoy decorating their 
rooms to welcome the fall season, The 
Greenery has some helpful tips. 

Elstad explains how The Greenery cre-
ates their gorgeous fall displays.

“A lot of it has to do with the faux silks 
we use… they’re very realistic looking. All 
of the fall leaves and the fall sticks and the 
flowers and things that we use add a lot,” 
says Elstad, adding, “You could take a ta-
ble that’s just got white ceramics on it and 
add fall accents to it and you get those fall 
feelings.” 

Another important factor to remember 
while decorating for the season is light. 

Elstad explains how, as the days get 
shorter and it gets dark earlier, people are 
more interested in surrounding themselves 
with cozy candles, string lights, and light-
up glass pumpkins.

As another lover of fall, Elstad enjoys, 
“Going to Yosemite or somewhere in the 
Sierras to see all the beautiful fall colors.”

She adds that the season is also perfect for cozy nights at home. Her favorite thing about 
fall is that, “There’s more time to spend with people. When it gets dark at 5:00 you have 
more time for movie nights or playing games or whatever else you might want to do with 
your evenings.” 

Instead of dreading fall as a signal of the end of a carefree summer, let’s embrace it for 
all of the comforting activities that it has to offer. Grab that snuggly blanket, pour that 
apple cider, and breathe in that fresh fall air.



Custom Costumes
by Kerry Young

3.  Zombie
This costume is perfect for those of you 

who prefer a spookier look. Start by find-
ing a pair of pants (or dress) that you don’t 
mind destroying. Then, use a pair of scis-
sors to cut and tear the hem to achieve a 
fresh from the grave look. Do the same 
with any dull-colored shirt. This look is all 
about the makeup. Either, buy face paint 
from a local craft store, or raid a friend’s 
makeup collection. For the base, you’ll 
want to use a shade of foundation or face 
paint that is lighter than your natural skin 
tone. Next, use dark eyeshadow to create 
circles around your eyes. Use blue, yellow 
and green eyeshadow to create bruising. To 
create sunken cheeks, blend out black eye-
liner or eyeshadow along your cheekbones. 
Use black lipstick or eyeliner to mess-
ily fill in your lips. Top off the look with 
a healthy splattering of fake blood, which 
can be found at any Halloween store. If you 
already have old clothes and makeup, this 
costume is free.99.

4. Smarty Pants
Although this costume is by far the sim-

plest, it is sure to be a fun conversation 
starter. All you need is a bag of Smarties 
and a glue gun. Take a pair of old pants, 
and glue the smarties on it. Bonus, you can 
snack on your own costume. This costume 
costs $2.00. 

5. The Spice Girls 
For anyone who enjoys a good pun, this 

costume is easy and fun to do with a group 
of friends. First, make sure everyone is 
dressed in all-black. Buy red hats from a 
thrift store or party store, and print out full 
page pictures of spice labels (such as cin-
namon, nutmeg, or cumin) to pin to your 
shirts. Providing that you already have 
black clothes, this costume would cost 
around $3.00. 

Bonus: Beanie Baby Dog
Of course we can’t forget your furry 

friends. For all you dog lovers, here’s an 
adorable and super easy costume for your 
puppy. Print out the Ty Beanie Baby tag 
and attach it to your dog’s collar. 

Whether you use these ideas or not, it’s 
important to remember that great costume 
pieces might already be hiding in your 
closed, face paint can be makeup, and as 
long as you’re having fun, you’re doing it 
right. 

 1. Scarecrow
 Start by choosing a flannel, or any col-

lared shirt. Then, throw on a pair of over-
alls. If these items aren’t already in your 
wardrobe, they can always be found at our 
local Goodwill store. Tuck some straw in 
your collar and sleeves. Straw can be pur-
chased at any craft store. Add a straw hat 
and any brown shoes. Complete the look by 
using eyeliner (or face paint) to draw stitch-
es on your nose, mouth and cheeks. With 
purchasing all of these items from thrift 
stores and craft stores, this costume is esti-
mated to cost around $11.49, compared to 
the same costume at Party City for $44.99.  

2. Minion
For this look, all you will need is over-

alls, a yellow T-shirt, and black gloves, all 
of which can be found at the thrift store. 
To create the classic minion goggles, at-
tach two ball-jar lids to a headband using 
hot glue. Use yellow construction paper 
to cut out two circles and glue them inside 
the ball-jar lids. Finally, glue a large goo-
gly eye in the center of each paper circle. 
All of these materials can be purchased at 
a craft store. Sounds too complicated? Just 
wear large, round glasses. The estimated 
price for this costume is $10, compared to 
$38.99 at Target.

A killer Halloween costume doesn’t have to break the bank.  A visit to your local thrift 
store, dollar store, craft store or even your own closet is all it takes to throw together an af-
fordable and easy costume.

Most college students are running short when it comes to time and money but not when it 
comes to creativity. DIY costumes are a great way to express your unique flare and to avoid 
an awkward, accidental twinning at your next Halloween party. 

 Although the idea of creating your own costume can be intimidating, there’s no need to 
panic. Here are some helpful tips to get you inspired this season:

10
Erin Young in her homemade minion 
costume. (Signal photo/ Kerry Young)

Ryan Pust (senior, Psychology), the 
zombie. (Signal photo/ Kerry Young)

Nova Young poses as a Beanie 
Baby. (Signal photo/ Kerry Young)

Neighborhood

by Christopher Correa
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With new technology allowing for 
easy access music and video stream-

ing, Rasputin Music and their specialization 
in physical copies of entertainment, has de-
fied the odds and has become an extremely 
successful business. Rasputin's success is 
evident in the fact that they have moved into 
a much larger space and are expanding their 
already enormous inventory. 

Rasputin Music was founded by Ken Sar-
achan in 1971 in Berkeley, California. Sara-
chan still owns the original Rasputin Music 
store in Berkeley along with eight other Ras-
putin stores located across the extended Bay 
Area and Central Valley, including the one in 
Modesto.

Rasputin’s Modesto location opened in 
2014 on Dale Road and remained a popu-
lar spot for entertainment lovers in the area 
for the past five years. The store has become 
famous over the course of those five years 
for their large vinyl and CD collections. Al-
though they are considered a music store, 
they have never limited themselves to just 
that. Inside, you will find aisles of DVD’s 
and VHS tapes of countless TV shows and 
movies, cassette tapes, posters, and storage 
shelves for sale.

This year, the store has moved to Sisk 
Road, taking over the large, vacant, retail 
space formerly occupied by Babies R Us. 
With four times as much space as the previ-
ous location, Sarachan is integrating another 
one of his businesses into the space: Anasta-
sia New & Vintage Clothing. With two stores 
under the same roof, the name Mad Monk 
was created to represent the collaboration.

Anastasia Clothing will add to the number 
of clothing pieces that Rasputin already of-

fers to their customers. Similar to their CD 
and vinyl collections, Rasputin carries cloth-
ing from a wide variety of artists from a va-
riety of genres. For those looking for some-
thing other than screen-printed album and 
tour tees, Anastasia will provide all shoppers 
with both new and lightly used vintage cloth-
ing.

The newly acquired space and the collab-
oration between Rasputin and Anastasia will 
make Modesto’s Mad Monk the largest mu-
sic store in the state of California. A store 
that provides such a wide variety of things 
and has a seemingly endless and constantly 
changing inventory has regular customers 
excited and many others intrigued.

Stan State’s Christian Escamilla (sopho-
more, Pre-Nursing) describes himself as a 
huge music fan, but has never had the chance 
to visit Rasputin at their previous location. 
He says that he is looking forward to visit-
ing Mad Monk as it could help him start a 
vinyl collection that he has been wanting. 
Escamilla also finds interest in Anastasia as 
he has a strong appreciation for vintage wear.

“Vintage clothing is something I find very 
interesting. That type of clothing can bring 
out a whole new world that is lost in our cur-
rent generation. It helps us step back in time, 
into a different world, that we either don't 
know about or just want to appreciate more,” 
Escamilla explains.

Stan State music professor, Geoffrey 
Mulder, found the news of Rasputin's expan-
sion and evolution into Mad Monk fascinat-
ing. Mulder admitted that even he has con-
tributed to the digital music streaming trend, 
but understands why a store like Rasputin 
has gained so much popularity. "I would 

think that it is nice to have a store like this in 
the area. There are certain people who pre-
fer to buy items that they can see and touch 
first. I remember when I did buy recordings 
in stores I always enjoyed flipping through 
the stacks and seeing what was there. You 
could read the covers and other information 
(especially on the LP's). It was enjoyable." 

Somebody who can attest to Mulder's 
statements is Joseph Castillo (junior, Com-
munication Studies). Castillo shopped at 
Rasputin’s original Modesto location on 
Dale Road. Castillo says that he has always 
loved shopping at the store and is excited to 
see all the new things they have to offer at 
the new space. 

“I enjoy Rasputin because it has so many 
options of music for me to choose from. I 
think they made a great decision in moving 
into a larger location because it allows me to 
explore even more options than there already 
were.”

Castillo, who is also a musician and re-
cording artist, finds the wide variety of post-
ers and album covers very inspirational, as 
well. He says that the massive number of 
albums available to him when he walks into 
the store can help him come up with unique 
ideas that he can possibly implement into his 
own work.

As Rasputin Music continues to evolve 
and grow, so does the public’s excitement. 
Whether you enjoy a specific genre of mu-
sic, movie, TV show, book, or fashion, Mad 
Monk is making sure they provide their cus-
tomers with plenty of options.

by Christopher Correa Illustration by Jace Ortega

(Photo contributed by Rasputin Music Facebook)



by Alyssa Patterson

“I love the idea of helping them 
be themselves for a time, teaching 
them a skill they can apply once 
out, and getting to know them.”

Chad Hunter, Professor from the art department 
on campus, has made a creative impact on several 
communities.

Hunter teaches Graphic Design, Illustration, 
and Drawing for Stanislaus students and anyone 
who is willing to learn.

A way he shares his love for art is by teaching 
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Hunter Paints the Valley

classes in several correctional facilities with his wife. The business is 
named We Heart Art Academy.

“We train and coordinate practicing artists to teach incarcerated in-
dividuals. We have four programs: dancing, painting, drawing and 
murals,” he said, “They teach, help and encourage one another. It’s a 
break for them to come into a supportive classroom where they can 
drop their emotionless, macho facade, and be themselves and create. I 
love the idea of helping them be themselves for a time, teaching them 
a skill they can apply once out, and getting to know them.”

He is also very close to his children who enjoy creating as well. 
Hunter has three daughters and one son.

He defines his relationship with his kids as one of his greatest 
accomplishments.

“I love having the opportunity to design and paint murals with 
my daughter and son. We’ve completed right around 30 murals in 
Manteca and Modesto,” Hunter said, “It’s a treat to work with my 
kids, they’re a good crew and have really grown up observing and 
helping in the studio. Our murals are mainly type based with some 
imagery.”

Much of their quality time is spent painting.
Louisa Hunter, his youngest daughter, described the time she 

spends with her father. 
“My dad and I mainly do murals together for schools, office 

buildings and any other wall space we can get our hands on. I love 
learning from him and being his right hand woman in these proj-
ects,” she said, “My favorite part of all this is the quality time we 

Illustrations by Chad Hunter





A Puff of Information

Vaping has become another way to intake 
nicotine, and recent vape related incidents 

have caught the attention of the community.
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ASI Taco ‘Bout it: Mental 
Health

ASI hosted Taco ‘Bout It last night, where 
tacos were served and mental health was 

discussed with a panel of experts.

Autumn Festival Urges Support 
of Local Businesses

Nourish Farms, a family-owned business, celebrated their 
annual Autumn festival by promoting homegrown compa-
nies and offering a space for Turlock residents to come eat, 

drink, and spend time with one another. 

Devolviendo La Fe En 
El Valle Central

Después de la elección del 2016, varios miembros 
de diferentes comunidades sintieron miedo al pensar 
que significaba la elección de Donald Trump para sus 

futuros en los Estados Unidos.
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Fun and Games
Solutions for September 2019 issue puzzles can be found at csusignal.com


